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Seriously ill teen has one wish: To see her parents from Pakistan 3/24/25, 10:27 AM

Qirat Chapra, an 18-year-old Houstonian diagnosed with a
terminally ill condition, wishes to see her parents one last time
before dying. Her parents are in Pakistan and have not been
approved a travel visa, so Chapra's family and friends began a
governmental petition to bring them to Houston.
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Seriously ill teen has one wish: To see her parents from Pakistan

inside Children's Memorial Hermann Hospital in Houston.
There Chapra must lie patiently, nestled in white sheets, her

right wrist immovable from nerve damage.

ADVERTISEMENT
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Chapra suffers from a severe case of combined B and T cell
immunodeficiency that has robbed her of a normal life and

left her with a short time to live.

The teenager, who was born in San Marcos, has been wishing
a lot lately - to walk outside without fear of infection, to
spend time with friends at school like a normal teenager, to
breathe fully on her own. But most of all, and more
realistically, she wishes to see her parents - who live more
than 8,000 miles away in their native Pakistan - in person

once more.
"That's the only thing that | could ask for,” Chapra said in a
recent FaceTime interview with a Chronicle reporter. "Really,

that's my only wish. | need to see them.”

It's unclear, though, if her wish will be granted.
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Seriously ill teen has one wish: To see her parents from Pakistan

Despite her declining health, Chapra's parents, who have
lived in Pakistan most of her life, have been denied travel
visas multiple times in recent years. Visa applications can
be turned down for various reasons, such as if immigration
officers suspect someone plans to stay in the U.S,, but the
government can approve short-term visits for medical
emergencies. So Chapra, her friends and family have
launched a campaign to draw attention to her story and get

permission for the parents to travel to Houston.

Chapra's friends started an online petition drive that seeks
to persuade the Obama administration to expedite a B-2
travel visa for Chapra's parents. To require the government
to respond, 100,000 people must sign the petition in 30
days. The website exists for citizens to call for the federal
government to take action on a range of issues. A B-2 visa is
granted to travelers seeking to enter the U.S. for tourism or

for reasons such as visiting family.

U.S. Rep. John Culberson is among those working with
Chapra's family to devise a way to reunite Chapra with her

parents.

"This is a time sensitive humanitarian emergency and | will
do everything | can to help this young lady and her family,”

the Houston Republican said in a statement.
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Seriously ill teen has one wish: To see her parents from Pakistan
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Chapra's disease, which has made her immune system as
brittle as paper, has burdened her with a host of
complications that include interstitial lung disease, T-cell
lymphoma and chronic pain. Her primary doctor says the
next lung or blood infection - she has already suffered two

this year - may not be survivable.

Hospital spokeswoman Kathryn Williams said Wednesday

that Chapra was in critical condition.

Chapra's family and friends have been posting feverishly on

social media, even reaching out to celebrities.

The teenager herself posted a video on Facebook pleading
for petition signatures. As of Wednesday evening, nearly
24,000 people had signed it.
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Reaction to Chapra's story has filled comment boxes of

online articles and social media posts.

Chapra'’s life has been as complicated as the disease that

cripples her.

In 1997, Chapra's mother, Naila, traveled from Pakistan with
her parents to visit family in Texas, according to Chapra and
her aunt, Neelam Ghanchi, a Houston-area resident and her
legal guardian. Naila fell ill during the trip, and doctors
advised her to stay because her baby appeared smaller
than normal in ultrasounds, though Chapra looked well when

born on Aug. 31 of that year.

A month later, Chapra's mother returned to Pakistan with her

new baby.
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When Chapra turned 3, though, her health began
deteriorating, so doctors there advised her family to return
to the U.S. for more advanced treatment because Chapra is

a U.S. citizen.

She spent her childhood living with her maternal
grandparents as her mother traveled back and forth
between Houston and Pakistan, according to both Chapra
and Ghanchi. Both say that Chapra'’s father, Idrees Chapra,
has never been granted a travel visa. Chapra and her mother
briefly returned to Pakistan when she was 6 but came back

to the U.S. after a few months because of her disease.

Naila Chapra's travel visa expired after 2005, and she has

not been granted another one, Ghanchi said.

Chapra lived with a different aunt for years and stayed most

recently with her paternal grandmother, who lives in

https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Seriously-ill-teen-has-one-wish-To-see-her-6642302.php Page 7 of 15


https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C42x72JXhZ5aDCsvW6tkPifzx4AX8mPXxfYWNtoXRE6Gm-PPQHRABILvjhyRgya7ghsij9BmgAY7r5NcDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoEjwNP0Cb2GbIOkIwvFI8YHitf0kwGpA60rGXpcosI0WC-E3Ra5QQ0Unh6cUXHXFF0cEzoiSCwnfsxh2rxHiMN5uE2FHo1dHIgpvWEI08Ol_mfZ_JZm68jJG1f_5-4YjkNEqsoRvUhjdtoOxWUb4_VpnLCzWFMaZ8zBzjGUcb3sLUSanwwUGRpKEfyoWYqUHpzgdAmJwNIiOh7O_hFT4Lg18vGv4V8Bs4nGmTVaxLo0KNBK_VfhQfXTl20t80PKISVmGZs0bzdWuhat-rV7b3zjN7guA9WLcaTtV-WD5OCcPBcQ5BvQax2aTmk4SO8KtRF66SM1Hro8bOSNUdeitGbB_LuA0zJuBVqs7MUVFntqERNmIt61oeBH0P9DsgnwPeKahprewH76iy1fHXlET9jZsynPATyZrYqvK67eHyyCCHS59M_aCFG-1LNEE67vOebkU2A8ipxSswHGlpDDpwP8tUXpdtX05_zCVKnhwkTJOACciC7MR67HWBdmzSt3_bAiOMvIx1JIspf_7N6wz131bTABJmx26OOBeAEAYgF4eXgmFP6BQYIJRABGACgBi6AB9qUmyioB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB-C9sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrEC2AcAwAgB0ggmCIBhEAEYHTICigI6C4BAgMCAgICgiIACSL39wTpYuazExZ6jjAOACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAGiDAJIAaoNAlVTyA0B4g0TCLTWxMWeo4wDFUurOgUdCX4cXOoNEwibosXFnqOMAxVLqzoFHQl-HFzwDQPYEw2IFAHQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAboXAjgBshgJEgKtURguIgEA0BgB&ae=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIls_GxZ6jjAMVS6s6BR0JfhxcEAEYASABEgLodvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSTgCjtLzMuYWB9DoBqzylui9kvX7fQoT8CWFSpHZrB2UB050FvzpBrPf2HqF9OaO12wGsE2gyG1b34oO_33DSgBKT0dZNKdUP-91DkuhPgRgB&sig=AOD64_3VvcxcgVvszPbMT-xw2Vtt2hj8qA&client=ca-pub-1301581561755234&nb=19&adurl=https://www.shopsaloncity.com/products/elite-pedicure-spa-chair-1%3Fvariant%3D43004136259823%26country%3DUS%26currency%3DUSD%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_sync%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_content%3Dsag_organic%26utm_campaign%3Dsag_organic%26wickedsource%3Dgoogle%26wickedid%3D%7Bgclid%7D%26wickedid%3D738131090845%26wcid%3D22332060385%26wv%3D4%26gad_source%3D5
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C42x72JXhZ5aDCsvW6tkPifzx4AX8mPXxfYWNtoXRE6Gm-PPQHRABILvjhyRgya7ghsij9BmgAY7r5NcDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoEjwNP0Cb2GbIOkIwvFI8YHitf0kwGpA60rGXpcosI0WC-E3Ra5QQ0Unh6cUXHXFF0cEzoiSCwnfsxh2rxHiMN5uE2FHo1dHIgpvWEI08Ol_mfZ_JZm68jJG1f_5-4YjkNEqsoRvUhjdtoOxWUb4_VpnLCzWFMaZ8zBzjGUcb3sLUSanwwUGRpKEfyoWYqUHpzgdAmJwNIiOh7O_hFT4Lg18vGv4V8Bs4nGmTVaxLo0KNBK_VfhQfXTl20t80PKISVmGZs0bzdWuhat-rV7b3zjN7guA9WLcaTtV-WD5OCcPBcQ5BvQax2aTmk4SO8KtRF66SM1Hro8bOSNUdeitGbB_LuA0zJuBVqs7MUVFntqERNmIt61oeBH0P9DsgnwPeKahprewH76iy1fHXlET9jZsynPATyZrYqvK67eHyyCCHS59M_aCFG-1LNEE67vOebkU2A8ipxSswHGlpDDpwP8tUXpdtX05_zCVKnhwkTJOACciC7MR67HWBdmzSt3_bAiOMvIx1JIspf_7N6wz131bTABJmx26OOBeAEAYgF4eXgmFP6BQYIJRABGACgBi6AB9qUmyioB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB-C9sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrEC2AcAwAgB0ggmCIBhEAEYHTICigI6C4BAgMCAgICgiIACSL39wTpYuazExZ6jjAOACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAGiDAJIAaoNAlVTyA0B4g0TCLTWxMWeo4wDFUurOgUdCX4cXOoNEwibosXFnqOMAxVLqzoFHQl-HFzwDQPYEw2IFAHQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAboXAjgBshgJEgKtURguIgEA0BgB&ae=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIls_GxZ6jjAMVS6s6BR0JfhxcEAEYASABEgLodvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSTgCjtLzMuYWB9DoBqzylui9kvX7fQoT8CWFSpHZrB2UB050FvzpBrPf2HqF9OaO12wGsE2gyG1b34oO_33DSgBKT0dZNKdUP-91DkuhPgRgB&sig=AOD64_3VvcxcgVvszPbMT-xw2Vtt2hj8qA&client=ca-pub-1301581561755234&nb=9&adurl=https://www.shopsaloncity.com/products/elite-pedicure-spa-chair-1%3Fvariant%3D43004136259823%26country%3DUS%26currency%3DUSD%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_sync%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_content%3Dsag_organic%26utm_campaign%3Dsag_organic%26wickedsource%3Dgoogle%26wickedid%3D%7Bgclid%7D%26wickedid%3D738131090845%26wcid%3D22332060385%26wv%3D4%26gad_source%3D5
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CB5By2JXhZ5aDCsvW6tkPifzx4AX8mPXxfYWNtoXRE6Gm-PPQHRABILvjhyRgya7ghsij9BmgAY7r5NcDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoEjwNP0Cb2GbIOkIwvFI8YHitf0kwGpA60rGXpcosI0WC-E3Ra5QQ0Unh6cUXHXFF0cEzoiSCwnfsxh2rxHiMN5uE2FHo1dHIgpvWEI08Ol_mfZ_JZm68jJG1f_5-4YjkNEqsoRvUhjdtoOxWUb4_VpnLCzWFMaZ8zBzjGUcb3sLUSanwwUGRpKEfyoWYqUHpzgdAmJwNIiOh7O_hFT4Lg18vGv4V8Bs4nGmTVaxLo0KNBK_VfhQfXTl20t80PKISVmGZs0bzdWuhat-rV7b3zjN7guA9WLcaTtV-WD5OCcPBcQ5BvQax2aTmk4SO8KtRF66SM1Hro8bOSNUdeitGbB_LuA0zJuBVqs7MUVFntqERNmIt61oeBH0P9DsgnwPeKahprewH76iy1fHXlET9jZsynPATyZrYqvK67eHyyCCHS59M_aCFG-1LNEE67vOebkU2A8ipxSswHGlpDDpwP8tUXpdtX05_zCVKnhwkTJOACciC7MR67HWBdmzSt3_bAiOMvIx1JIspf_7N6wz131bTABJmx26OOBeAEAYgF4eXgmFP6BQYIJRABGAGgBi6AB9qUmyioB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB-C9sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrEC2AcAwAgC0ggmCIBhEAEYHTICigI6C4BAgMCAgICgiIACSL39wTpYuazExZ6jjAOACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAGiDAJIAaoNAlVTyA0B4g0TCLTWxMWeo4wDFUurOgUdCX4cXOoNEwibosXFnqOMAxVLqzoFHQl-HFzwDQPYEw2IFAHQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAboXAjgBshgJEgKtURguIgEA0BgB&ae=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIls_GxZ6jjAMVS6s6BR0JfhxcEAEYASACEgK4QPD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSTgCjtLzMuYWB9DoBqzylui9kvX7fQoT8CWFSpHZrB2UB050FvzpBrPf2HqF9OaO12wGsE2gyG1b34oO_33DSgBKT0dZNKdUP-91DkuhPgRgB&sig=AOD64_1nJfbnOL8ptnbmvmy67QiREe8VNA&client=ca-pub-1301581561755234&nb=9&adurl=https://www.shopsaloncity.com/products/prive-lounge-pedicure-chair%3Fvariant%3D43233399177455%26country%3DUS%26currency%3DUSD%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_sync%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_content%3Dsag_organic%26utm_campaign%3Dsag_organic%26wickedsource%3Dgoogle%26wickedid%3D%7Bgclid%7D%26wickedid%3D738131090845%26wcid%3D22332060385%26wv%3D4%26gad_source%3D5
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CrnYC2JXhZ5aDCsvW6tkPifzx4AX8mPXxfYWNtoXRE6Gm-PPQHRABILvjhyRgya7ghsij9BmgAY7r5NcDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoEjwNP0Cb2GbIOkIwvFI8YHitf0kwGpA60rGXpcosI0WC-E3Ra5QQ0Unh6cUXHXFF0cEzoiSCwnfsxh2rxHiMN5uE2FHo1dHIgpvWEI08Ol_mfZ_JZm68jJG1f_5-4YjkNEqsoRvUhjdtoOxWUb4_VpnLCzWFMaZ8zBzjGUcb3sLUSanwwUGRpKEfyoWYqUHpzgdAmJwNIiOh7O_hFT4Lg18vGv4V8Bs4nGmTVaxLo0KNBK_VfhQfXTl20t80PKISVmGZs0bzdWuhat-rV7b3zjN7guA9WLcaTtV-WD5OCcPBcQ5BvQax2aTmk4SO8KtRF66SM1Hro8bOSNUdeitGbB_LuA0zJuBVqs7MUVFntqERNmIt61oeBH0P9DsgnwPeKahprewH76iy1fHXlET9jZsynPATyZrYqvK67eHyyCCHS59M_aCFG-1LNEE67vOebkU2A8ipxSswHGlpDDpwP8tUXpdtX05_zCVKnhwkTJOACciC7MR67HWBdmzSt3_bAiOMvIx1JIspf_7N6wz131bTABJmx26OOBeAEAYgF4eXgmFP6BQYIJRABGAKgBi6AB9qUmyioB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB-C9sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrEC2AcAwAgD0ggmCIBhEAEYHTICigI6C4BAgMCAgICgiIACSL39wTpYuazExZ6jjAOACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAGiDAJIAaoNAlVTyA0B4g0TCLTWxMWeo4wDFUurOgUdCX4cXOoNEwibosXFnqOMAxVLqzoFHQl-HFzwDQPYEw2IFAHQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAboXAjgBshgJEgKtURguIgEA0BgB&ae=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIls_GxZ6jjAMVS6s6BR0JfhxcEAEYASADEgL77vD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSTgCjtLzMuYWB9DoBqzylui9kvX7fQoT8CWFSpHZrB2UB050FvzpBrPf2HqF9OaO12wGsE2gyG1b34oO_33DSgBKT0dZNKdUP-91DkuhPgRgB&sig=AOD64_1crpc1tztXZGWCwjgYhqRE5GTd9g&client=ca-pub-1301581561755234&nb=9&adurl=https://www.shopsaloncity.com/products/the-moden-vented-nails-table-vm312%3Fvariant%3D43726012874991%26country%3DUS%26currency%3DUSD%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_sync%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_content%3Dsag_organic%26utm_campaign%3Dsag_organic%26wickedsource%3Dgoogle%26wickedid%3D%7Bgclid%7D%26wickedid%3D738131090845%26wcid%3D22332060385%26wv%3D4%26gad_source%3D5
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Ckmiy2JXhZ5aDCsvW6tkPifzx4AX8mPXxfYWNtoXRE6Gm-PPQHRABILvjhyRgya7ghsij9BmgAY7r5NcDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoEjwNP0Cb2GbIOkIwvFI8YHitf0kwGpA60rGXpcosI0WC-E3Ra5QQ0Unh6cUXHXFF0cEzoiSCwnfsxh2rxHiMN5uE2FHo1dHIgpvWEI08Ol_mfZ_JZm68jJG1f_5-4YjkNEqsoRvUhjdtoOxWUb4_VpnLCzWFMaZ8zBzjGUcb3sLUSanwwUGRpKEfyoWYqUHpzgdAmJwNIiOh7O_hFT4Lg18vGv4V8Bs4nGmTVaxLo0KNBK_VfhQfXTl20t80PKISVmGZs0bzdWuhat-rV7b3zjN7guA9WLcaTtV-WD5OCcPBcQ5BvQax2aTmk4SO8KtRF66SM1Hro8bOSNUdeitGbB_LuA0zJuBVqs7MUVFntqERNmIt61oeBH0P9DsgnwPeKahprewH76iy1fHXlET9jZsynPATyZrYqvK67eHyyCCHS59M_aCFG-1LNEE67vOebkU2A8ipxSswHGlpDDpwP8tUXpdtX05_zCVKnhwkTJOACciC7MR67HWBdmzSt3_bAiOMvIx1JIspf_7N6wz131bTABJmx26OOBeAEAYgF4eXgmFP6BQYIJRABGAOgBi6AB9qUmyioB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB-C9sQKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfw4BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6--sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrEC2AcAwAgE0ggmCIBhEAEYHTICigI6C4BAgMCAgICgiIACSL39wTpYuazExZ6jjAOACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAGiDAJIAaoNAlVTyA0B4g0TCLTWxMWeo4wDFUurOgUdCX4cXOoNEwibosXFnqOMAxVLqzoFHQl-HFzwDQPYEw2IFAHQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYAboXAjgBshgJEgKtURguIgEA0BgB&ae=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIls_GxZ6jjAMVS6s6BR0JfhxcEAEYASAEEgJn3fD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSTgCjtLzMuYWB9DoBqzylui9kvX7fQoT8CWFSpHZrB2UB050FvzpBrPf2HqF9OaO12wGsE2gyG1b34oO_33DSgBKT0dZNKdUP-91DkuhPgRgB&sig=AOD64_0vKUG36x-FzOJlOlVGEAzEXjZCUA&client=ca-pub-1301581561755234&nb=9&adurl=https://www.shopsaloncity.com/products/the-moden-vented-manicure-table-vm313%3Fvariant%3D42830466056431%26country%3DUS%26currency%3DUSD%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_sync%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_content%3Dsag_organic%26utm_campaign%3Dsag_organic%26wickedsource%3Dgoogle%26wickedid%3D%7Bgclid%7D%26wickedid%3D738131090845%26wcid%3D22332060385%26wv%3D4%26gad_source%3D5
https://rtb-us-west.linkedin.com/lax/clk?trk=CwEAAAGVyTFOBrpNZfL1O2tnKNXBO9pMmfGHc_cnDTABRdsja4wSRGp8HQaeEqVswNetsMnplBSgMaSs3aOZjtziQCur_xuadsjlaDh58PjzF6VyPK3-2etcYvu9nC4RbM6Ss1EHgYqzZ748ftBr3zzfmmYiDOrWpPKcS2e7WWf0tGI7iIs03DnkVF0ORcIOZJWFIjA3iXPDEgTxww1z3sNevj_bxOb5c8dv5-qmFlsGJn39iMx3lTLxizH8f3hxu1nBMkLP_rWBHWxbgb6wY5js_OwIfY4B2rxfH8QuzaNs5171ZVASsml4DYlJKke0F1bxur5Tua5JHluuPO5dyMxImjphb6giumXsglLQfwrI6mwC6LHkZ5fiTb56rYsMDn7LpqvHzzZjrrSEVq4ZJtBWRcMVjMAGggZq20kXBhdbnqucP2d8g1js_1N_Yy_BRduCMMv52xhEbR6sC6j8KMKp6A04Xw7fj-mq8XLs57I4UsR1q-Ts3F_nxlrikKZsV8-fKdUsgz_s3rH33IZhm38dE88W4gkgsZLo_MEwlrFb5Tw6uKk326FyUBY_e5CmvC4nimMDOFO5kAKodNWffUNa7QfOXC9bpSlbf91d2ZF1VRpedK_cEvV2hKk6lvU_IopY0WzV22ncY-gUUWAg2esFqhngXaR1SfjLixPRoiD1udWURP4G6iAVejWIMi4VLXAFHMQqI-cYy3ivws5TBCE2f2K1a2Pv7ewWHu5tOBtdXL1syJJB9cVkUFJ3Dax48nWOUm6NOeKodr0MEJvmTL6aZj2PqbGbrShUbMEJLX6fLEUupZ-HN5u4wGO9kJP9g3S029jzWbAEb87TO0xYU2t4jf2dEEprVHMD-2mC_N7exfjBEYro5isQj2M4MCvaU7__UpWsMryAeu75RAbrmeJ7NwRiVMW9mJbaDAHXCfKK9omzHrFrXtNJ7b1mAlMBKGdlLJBASzaCh9DW_TryGYIugPa4fEXYArV8BKKloXWBnM1b53BoAOZxdxW9l67LY70ZftYki068nq_tsD4kIgITKJmeTPuyB6i7n55Go9B2QOW6lnuUIiiXY05cN7xlTE2_Ygt_h6PWZQsczTKfG4TzpZtC785pgf4F1tHNqhZ2vmpZuVyuLqyHnFJoKPUUtcEYS2geLqJjg9ftkrOeULwJZIWVGlBO5I70iNqbg0zQK4vGvh3oKM9hPT3cr7xGIce2Z-LHyH6SXyqthfJbiG550Kyg7Pron-Tfrb2jXOarTODV4fSLddWNO5YAdiuMzDhY5ACND_vc4QyjPpEDrlbmLBFEvsnDbKdVHwL1j4e5ChiLIInibLzfUKl2wlOq-fs3F_gZe5xPsmA87YYgVjLAdW2lMSyDsMw-Nc5PPl1uu3mPQOdTeXCyQ4HewlAqqT0xqQClKY6t4a8hrVJBF8pgPLtxCE2-vudEOWSTaj1EFxJZPAmycy1D8Ux_k-ltjtRFjnUk7uj1R5x_J2KykEn7Jxexfzn0E6oNaj6dPVFu_HyYzlRT02nIlPiIJvpP5VtklZZGO3jTlqC5aCBLPAf--KJN&action=click&laxrid=22ed3f6c-a5db-47a2-b820-ac88cebb7e1b&laxbid=2&eid=4&wpub=chron.com&crtype=su&dealid=MGNI-AP-19723&laxerid=3a0b095e6963ff89917d9f9b690fb27a2350f30c_15&pid=17598&adfmt=3&wp=EBAD4FED676186F6&urle=CwEAAAGVyTFOCD6ssmBPpSdvvTBtDn3EzUda6XHaQSrrbs7R61sO5G-sFpFuKGI5sIZfPX1plIHXIesZ_nfVirpB1b-5oLExDtFz1c84f2IZhxVcSl13YsTaqo7k-ODt3KSX21UKSX6RFD0-RJiOyMV9ogs9Sf3FEI_vLq_R4k_3GxBkxUZhh3WhNIYwCeiwFhpENatMdUrcF9L_aIH5RpG1819nolpZTklAo99T8zKstjpEksexzy3fFnPFrFc&urlhash=UP2K&hmns=v2%7EZy1Z2RBeOqxuILucayAjpQRISs6pvqrHFkQ19HwgYcdBSP74iOh6CPhItsKSQwKXMGhj0XFVR6M-dwqML38UjhxMUvRXDXO-DTwzoxs_JqNoSyKock4_uxFFLbMOUkykUX0MlDJqbIg_cR2DJXEC13syTKIdPUGDSgcPx3VrVpvXguIticnsVs-T5GHSkOE0x9mtLpbernzL1fQkydL_I6W6wkL26plN-POZE_-I0wLmr49Y46nbBu3LglLi9tQFkdmtKpTdwC-b06sqz9jzJIPN6Q%7Ey-d0dHDJOmEQuFgTEbwtcnjdWRcRvFgTf8w0Zxm0FXJy9TZndNA2e3LFWRcZvFgTf9EsYxC4WBMRvDZ8d9BZFxG8WBN_yjZ3GbgZY2HQOnVw0VkXFbxYE3PaOXcQuFwTEbwsYHbIWRfLOr0aZc8saRC4oezuQyp8ZcZQAFDRPWF43zk8XdMrTFDSP3Z92StnddM1GxzLL2Q_3zBhftJ2cH7RL3dpjVkXEbxYE3jfOWMQuFgTEbw_f3DaWRcRvFgTYt8qZBC4-BYRvCtwY9RZF5W_WBNi3zlkELj4FhG8K3Bw1FkXlb9YE2LfO3cQuEATEbwrcGHYWRcJvFgTdcwgYRC4WhMRvA%7EAP89jrEOgjAUAH_lpZMk5NFXKEWdnNQgccCoG6mkxoaGEqiLxn8XF9dLLndvZge2YsQzFAWSyHDJWcyeeoaVf1nndCKRw6LSre2Dnx5r2PfBOJgBHGu4AvGGZKMi2AyDMxdzK21Ici6RkCQsyt2pOsTgbGdga9rOR3A242R9n5BCglrf9Wj_whwP0-9IZaJIleC5TBX7fAE7AgeaqAAAAA
https://www.linkedin.com/audience-network/?reporterProfileUrn=urn:li:fs_miniProfile:AFcAAAACQK4B9GBqsdA46nt6MQPeNrrvJaED2-U&entityUrn=urn:li:sponsoredCreative:615012893&contentSource=ADS_LAN
https://rtb-us-west.linkedin.com/lax/clk?trk=CwEAAAGVyTFN-_IRD7bP0ublVgRM6kzVynDoHSQLPT1mABIuJZqicYX3fgKKMythKZZoq8cBeHvvcEtoFWd7tcuXFVuGbAK2_Ov7ud0-o2PQwmS8bJ0gSCP52XMp3zhjw3Co4vlyWkNzNN-9euV2PPM0_62oT_4avs8e6OO3Q_FUEJcY4vCnDfJXMYCbRCU8MdpHSbzZ9G07dpzm6CNV-BvZDp7D8rhbwIAg2_bOnJzJx5cQKxM0PWhrtMGLDuNqGs4d4Cu0oRo3jpZXvaAP7Ty8FxKoAL58Z2L6gc472wlpsUroy7g21iwca9VDcPovOOgISdLmNQGejq8cZmoVAVYROqZhClx7ZWY22VmRW7TfuyxivB7y5vOi7rMACF-Ayw_uSIMV7Xt1AkuzDjS3S3m0xdZL3HyO9NX-ymsE_IOg94_9GK3HpSY2rLOfkMgciZ0hXoF19XY_JtoRTF4RWpCj2H_jW1AfJUHrY0kJ94okLTneS7TV2WEU_qlP3G25p9cGweJTwBpUgkQ5QoYCt0W_DWhZpnaYwnOMATE7PE2cWGTkOu7yZY-_h7-zisWE0lAlOFBo1aj54z271TJuJVTKwpDmGJtW5lF7PUX2AtmAYjsuIkcd32BfcwR7V1YthF47uOnXY7XYoExWOk0iniVLvfGeMVI7JsFCmTLU-CiGtqrMOla0NL6-R1OCG5u_jhEVu4z6P11DcO9XJeVuLbbrc1ph1eDsfg-OuB-0jNxX1AO3W9tb2w6ldt4KCOd9aX6WRrM-vNkwt1W7r8FdmjUG-0ZSSx6VSJQzvwFc6pSkp1B4sdOLMJkzsx95RzhypTBSVLeJzeCyFE7a0Ufm0NhV00VHKjOHgZ-88-BOzWCIg2LdvNUTexsWdyvN3j5Zkdl4kBt4dug60c5kNv0J5Q4QAebDJnhP7BsioQvM8tlZsOEXgb7nETf_nrq6lNwXOVAmudX0XUSWIgF26DySFWUKPN_L-Ig9esvYGtIK53Ivtt9R1iXU-ryhHBcQDlQy790qxkrqj3fnhJPVcTk_Hvpu4bjb_xnzLdjTSJOtDKEWutW37hbTQxSnTiBgtQrMVC5tdMZ21ch7cQl0uB4XC-3uCZUX1D8j9dagddBSOzsKGw8_eooL0etggD1UVWvatAEwjHtQoFjhFpcV63BGwOYkqctqNClpUZsrt0Y-5L-mYp2S3BtkaUkVNto4uC4nEoz9itQtKoT5Hu9W_VufC2G0HZ-PCdYk2M3tTYm6CqOuiadtxmOssrcwACfsXLCQfn4SJJOwbfyr10GrOhj0eUmjt43ySSYeGvhYY7wmlpk8YOyPBMWedR5S3vadQLdbSn9tCDOP0SZfe1ZlWPKJpw7n-psN7WNjn5gZmPAB46Ke7Qy5SSdd20FMHI4Gv4zhejvZkhPyymsYODJF22LvzQBRvSoiOZ34DcLmRqIOvvjZCszUzRruPgLqTU4MU3z-Mqw8gVMMJEkzcbhbKxPdon1wpfgrmectWP-heS4s5bH5pgSqLIfj0w_m1khg5CMiVTKQYb4bWf3j_nkY2qBwLpTVj7OuBC5zB4rB25yGG1kkjA1_YktvYPa7WamnQRPBtiZRdWL-29QFmeCu2sG2Y56ubyA4CSKgCTcoqE5qkxZd32Zq&action=click&laxrid=9a3c254a-ff68-41da-bfd9-3213c9a884f7&laxbid=2&eid=4&wpub=chron.com&crtype=su&dealid=MGNI-AP-19723&laxerid=9d9a9d1e63463d53149a58c66ab68721496a83c1_10&pid=17598&adfmt=3&wp=A3AD3518C79746DD&urle=CwEAAAGVyTFN_rEZ05866dBPXlkwr9QHHxsrjk1xcjgzNAId5-6rHb1D96soItpyUT5AHe4KE-Bs6Q2DJjFWYWPh9gy3KfdTrIyk-AaohqgSiO3DUNo3daV0fvSrkkhf382HXXQX5ToSYeNVZd1hljoaV9n-inKVtW71wX4ZGL5uXeznRa8NMWJI_q_26dII-oKFVd-Ki8Wg1xDtcqv60GdYF01T8zpQNPeyFumeT_mq-kUy2ZPRTikGNoscrIo&urlhash=UP2K&hmns=v2%7EZy1Z2RBeOqxuILucayAjpQRISs6pvqrHFkQ19HwgYcdBSP74iOh6CPhItsKSQwKXMGhj0XFVR6M-dwqML38UjhxMUvRXDXO-DTwzoxs_JqNoSyKock4_uxFFLbMOUkykUX0MlDJqbIg_cR2DJXEC13syTKIdPUGDSgcPx3VrVpvXguIticnsVs-T5GHSkOE0x9mtLpbernzL1fQkydL_I6W6wkL26plN-POZE_-I0wLmr49Y46nbBu3LglLi9tQFkdmtKpTdwC-b06sqz9jzJIPN6Q%7E58cHVVzpSUA8mCsyPZxeU1T9KjY9nCsyU-xHRjWUZlNe1UVGWPBFWl7lKjY1nCsyU_FfQjyYKzI9nEVdW_AqNj2cKzJT6kVWNZhqQk3wSVRc8So2OZwrMl_6SlY8mC8yPZxfQVroKjbnGs47Se9fSDyY0s3CY1ldSeYjIXzxTkBU_0odcfNYbXzyTFdR-VhGWfNGOjDrXEUT_0NAUvIFUVLxXFZFrSo2PZwrMlT_SkI8mCsyPZxMXlz6KjY9nCsyTv9ZRTyYizc9nFhRT_QqNrmfKzJO_0pFPJiLNz2cWFFc9Co2uZ8rMk7_SFY8mDMyPZxYUU34KjYlnCsyWexTQDyYKTI9nA%7EAP89jrEOgjAUAH_lpRMkpPRVSlEnJzVIHDDqRiqp8YWGEqiLxn8XF9dLLndvRgNbMRQZlwVHmfGlYAl7mhlW_kXOmVRxAVFlWuqDnx5r2PfBOpgBHGu4AooGVaNj2AyDsxd7KymkuVAcOSqIyt2pOiTgqLOwtW3nYzjbcSLfp6g5Qm3uZqS_MMfD9DvSmSwWWopcSc0-X15luyKoAAAA
https://www.linkedin.com/audience-network/?reporterProfileUrn=urn:li:fs_miniProfile:AFcAAAACQK4B9GBqsdA46nt6MQPeNrrvJaED2-U&entityUrn=urn:li:sponsoredCreative:615012893&contentSource=ADS_LAN

Seriously ill teen has one wish: To see her parents from Pakistan 3/24/25, 10:27 AM

Webster. This year, though, Chapra has only spent 11 weeks

out of the hospital, Ghanchi and one of her doctors said.

ADVERTISEMENT
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"She has always had other family here,” Ghanchi said. "Just

not her parents.”

Chapra is held by her father, Idrees, next to her mother, Naila, in Pakistan. Photo credit: Qirat Chapra

B
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Chapra speaks to her parents daily, updating them on her
health but also chatting about normal teenage subjects

such as her love of the boy band One Direction, movies and
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Seriously ill teen has one wish: To see her parents from Pakistan

makeup. She loves card games, especially UNO, and making

bracelets. When she feels well enough, she eats spicy foods.

But something is missing.

ADVERTISEMENT
Article continues below this ad

"Talking to my parents about my life through a screen or
telephone is never the same as if | could see them in

person,” she said.

Ruby Powers, a Houston-based immigration lawyer, said
problems can crop up in background checks for travel visa
applications or because of previous breaches of visa
restrictions, such as if someone once overstayed a visa. An
Immigration and Customs Enforcement officer can also
deny a visa request if it's suspected that the visitors are

planning to permanently immigrate.

Chapra has two younger brothers: One born in the U.S. while
her mother was in Houston taking care of Chapra, and the

other a native of Pakistan.

"(A) visitor's Visa is issued only if the officer is convinced
that the applicant has more ties in their country of origin

than the U.S. and that the applicant does not intend to

https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Seriously-ill-teen-has-one-wish-To-see-her-6642302.php
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Seriously ill teen has one wish: To see her parents from Pakistan

remain in the United States,” Powers wrote in an email. "(The)

officer has discretion in his or her decision and there is no

ArmimnAAl Af HhA AAkAA AAAiAaiAK"

Article continues below this ad

It can also be more difficult to obtain a travel visa
depending on the country of origin, Powers said. A country
such as Pakistan, a front line in the U.S. war on terrorism,

could make visiting more difficult.

Chapra's immediate family has never applied to immigrate

to the U.S. because it typically requires a sponsor who is a

citizen or resident, among other requirements, relatives said.

Powers said the family’'s best option is to apply for
humanitarian parole, which allows foreigners who are

otherwise inadmissible to make a temporary visit in the U.S.
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Seriously ill teen has one wish: To see her parents from Pakistan 3/24/25, 10:27 AM

for an emergency reason.

The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services receives an
estimated 1,200 humanitarian parole applications a year, but

only about 25 percent are approved, records show.

ADVERTISEMENT
Article continues below this ad

Ghanchi said the family sent letters from her doctors to the
U.S. Department of State, which handles foreign travel-
related issues, to plead her case. On Wednesday, a State
Department official said visa records are confidential and

individual cases could not be discussed.

Chapra's case has been covered by the media in the U.S.

and internationally.

"What can we do? She's there and we are over here,”

Chapra's father told Samaa TV, a national news channel in

Pakistan. "We have applied for a visa many times but they

have not granted us one. This is our appeal to have a visa

issued to us."

Chapra's mother also spoke briefly, saying, “It's been so

many years."
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The parents spoke in Urdu but a translation was provided by
Fatima Puri, Chapra's friend and a student at the University

of Texas at Austin.

Dr. Ricardo Mosquera of the University of Texas Health
Science Center, one of her primary physicians for the past
decade, confirmed last week that Chapra has been a patient
at the hospital most of her life. He said "her lung functions
are working at 20 percent right now and keep going down.
They can't go under 10 (percent) or she will have to

completely rely on the machine to breathe for her."

Chapra's condition prevents her from visiting with most
people not in her hospital's bubble, but in her FaceTime
interview on Nov. 12, she gleamed with hope that people

would come to know and understand her mission.

Visibly frail at less than 5 feet tall, Chapra swung her arms
up and down passionately when addressing her need to see
her parents. Her illness has devastated her body, leaving her

with features that resemble a child's.

ADVERTISEMENT
Article continues below this ad
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Seriously ill teen has one wish: To see her parents from Pakistan 3/24/25, 10:27 AM

She said that when she goes to sleep each night, she listens
to the soft clatter of the machines around her that keep her
alive - and wishes. She can feel herself weakening each day,
and though she assures a reporter that she's no longer
frightened of death, she can't imagine it coming without

seeing her mother and father again.

“I'm not the type of teenager to ever want to be away from
my parents,” Chapra said. "I've been able to survive without

them, but | feel like | need my parents more than ever now."

Nov 18, 2015 | Updated Jan 9, 2017 12:12 p.m.
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