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The clear tube that Qirat Chapra relies on to breathe wraps

around the front of her face, 7lling the 18-year-old's lungs

with air.

It connects to an oxygen tank that runs 24/7, next to a bed

Qirat Chapra, an 18-year-old Houstonian diagnosed with a
terminally ill condition, wishes to see her parents one last time
before dying. Her parents are in Pakistan and have not been
approved a travel visa, so Chapra's family and friends began a
governmental petition to bring them to Houston.
Courtesy photo
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inside Children's Memorial Hermann Hospital in Houston.

There Chapra must lie patiently, nestled in white sheets, her

right wrist immovable from nerve damage.
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Chapra suffers from a severe case of combined B and T cell

immunode7ciency that has robbed her of a normal life and

left her with a short time to live.

The teenager, who was born in San Marcos, has been wishing

a lot lately - to walk outside without fear of infection, to

spend time with friends at school like a normal teenager, to

breathe fully on her own. But most of all, and more

realistically, she wishes to see her parents - who live more

than 8,000 miles away in their native Pakistan - in person

once more.

"That's the only thing that I could ask for," Chapra said in a

recent FaceTime interview with a Chronicle reporter. "Really,

that's my only wish. I need to see them."

It's unclear, though, if her wish will be granted.
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Despite her declining health, Chapra's parents, who have

lived in Pakistan most of her life, have been denied travel

visas multiple times in recent years. Visa applications can

be turned down for various reasons, such as if immigration

of7cers suspect someone plans to stay in the U.S., but the

government can approve short-term visits for medical

emergencies. So Chapra, her friends and family have

launched a campaign to draw attention to her story and get

permission for the parents to travel to Houston.

Chapra's friends started an online petition drive that seeks

to persuade the Obama administration to expedite a B-2

travel visa for Chapra's parents. To require the government

to respond, 100,000 people must sign the petition in 30

days. The website exists for citizens to call for the federal

government to take action on a range of issues. A B-2 visa is

granted to travelers seeking to enter the U.S. for tourism or

for reasons such as visiting family.

U.S. Rep. John Culberson is among those working with

Chapra's family to devise a way to reunite Chapra with her

parents.

"This is a time sensitive humanitarian emergency and I will

do everything I can to help this young lady and her family,"

the Houston Republican said in a statement.
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Chapra's disease, which has made her immune system as

brittle as paper, has burdened her with a host of

complications that include interstitial lung disease, T-cell

lymphoma and chronic pain. Her primary doctor says the

next lung or blood infection - she has already suffered two

this year - may not be survivable.

Hospital spokeswoman Kathryn Williams said Wednesday

that Chapra was in critical condition.

Chapra's family and friends have been posting feverishly on

social media, even reaching out to celebrities.

The teenager herself posted a video on Facebook pleading

for petition signatures. As of Wednesday evening, nearly

24,000 people had signed it.
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Reaction to Chapra's story has 7lled comment boxes of

online articles and social media posts.

Chapra's life has been as complicated as the disease that

cripples her.

In 1997, Chapra's mother, Naila, traveled from Pakistan with

her parents to visit family in Texas, according to Chapra and

her aunt, Neelam Ghanchi, a Houston-area resident and her

legal guardian. Naila fell ill during the trip, and doctors

advised her to stay because her baby appeared smaller

than normal in ultrasounds, though Chapra looked well when

born on Aug. 31 of that year.

A month later, Chapra's mother returned to Pakistan with her

new baby.
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When Chapra turned 3, though, her health began

deteriorating, so doctors there advised her family to return

to the U.S. for more advanced treatment because Chapra is

a U.S. citizen.

She spent her childhood living with her maternal

grandparents as her mother traveled back and forth

between Houston and Pakistan, according to both Chapra

and Ghanchi. Both say that Chapra's father, Idrees Chapra,

has never been granted a travel visa. Chapra and her mother

brie_y returned to Pakistan when she was 6 but came back

to the U.S. after a few months because of her disease.

Naila Chapra's travel visa expired after 2005, and she has

not been granted another one, Ghanchi said.

Chapra lived with a different aunt for years and stayed most

recently with her paternal grandmother, who lives in
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Webster. This year, though, Chapra has only spent 11 weeks

out of the hospital, Ghanchi and one of her doctors said.

ADVERTISEMENT
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"She has always had other family here," Ghanchi said. "Just

not her parents."

Like 32K

Chapra speaks to her parents daily, updating them on her

health but also chatting about normal teenage subjects

such as her love of the boy band One Direction, movies and

Chapra is held by her father, Idrees, next to her mother, Naila, in Pakistan. Photo credit: Qirat Chapra
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makeup. She loves card games, especially UNO, and making

bracelets. When she feels well enough, she eats spicy foods.

But something is missing.

ADVERTISEMENT
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Qatar Airways Learn more

"Talking to my parents about my life through a screen or

telephone is never the same as if I could see them in

person," she said.

Ruby Powers, a Houston-based immigration lawyer, said

problems can crop up in background checks for travel visa

applications or because of previous breaches of visa

restrictions, such as if someone once overstayed a visa. An

Immigration and Customs Enforcement of7cer can also

deny a visa request if it's suspected that the visitors are

planning to permanently immigrate.

Chapra has two younger brothers: One born in the U.S. while

her mother was in Houston taking care of Chapra, and the

other a native of Pakistan.

"(A) visitor's Visa is issued only if the of7cer is convinced

that the applicant has more ties in their country of origin

than the U.S. and that the applicant does not intend to
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remain in the United States," Powers wrote in an email. "(The)

of7cer has discretion in his or her decision and there is no

appeal of the same decision."
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for an emergency reason.

The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services receives an

estimated 1,200 humanitarian parole applications a year, but

only about 25 percent are approved, records show.
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Ghanchi said the family sent letters from her doctors to the

U.S. Department of State, which handles foreign travel-

related issues, to plead her case. On Wednesday, a State

Department of7cial said visa records are con7dential and

individual cases could not be discussed.

Chapra's case has been covered by the media in the U.S.

and internationally.

"What can we do? She's there and we are over here,"

Chapra's father told Samaa TV, a national news channel in

Pakistan. "We have applied for a visa many times but they

have not granted us one. This is our appeal to have a visa

issued to us."

Chapra's mother also spoke brie_y, saying, "It's been so

many years."

https://rtb-us-west.linkedin.com/lax/clk?trk=CwEAAAGVyTFODVSiVyyD99WM8HIPUYjRsUgslL7TY9rR6rdoMyCgwbjIZKzyh7noQnvWHhV7ZMfQ8FOWRrK2zm_FcZHGbVZgnr3ULbEXtrVRK-bI5A147L_vYT8caBgaTM2_RZq_cEBxsZVxFeRcyrpsdfE-x1-vpljOmviXqS6YISVn1Y5TG14CCeK-CX8JIJ4gbtK222FNFpxt80nKgijncE4bFkc-Gty86f7igbwB-UJiPh8B9ZbfTEb3_3DPg4f1v8-TjXP3PHoIJ6jJpx9gY2AaJcNPc_xmpFSbMZ1W0MHKRccWXFmEjcKAW1sGlLQILI17w29nYUdv_ks25N81INwSEQp_EbI-hImc3AkFau2PSY3A_wWFXdEQ89yO5v_LDDMfc8WnxTpk092CXMUz6at2W3gH7p2HY0Le8uIwKBkPwdbshv3Y9CvdU9Tpvlj7gnjeKvdfE2IA0BRnG6-i1TZd1J0KwrIPZr8V9TfvG2jPeoVfaUAqbqkFz9hH_q7WZ6EVqOb-tbNCDCk-tVhXMwH2n7xtjv4Fjy2KGp_XnndNNkr97oNuDk5aDDDqTn-j6e0XU-2LcjVdPUiC8PAYM1ilwuiiO0PJZM5A0D1uDIqG5lSRFm90rMGBMTQ8wCU551L8hAPH6l_EdgJo0TqUVxldxrL2-sGTBXq7AtAuet8q57CGTloSL3RTv3serT56r5hXfswHna9HwfGvZa3DoL4k61FKKNx4KQvU-q5CC3_9AGFQMUEt6ckYhblAqI_TbRFFX-DYhzHt79LYCOSt92HyT6mHkK87KFVcBvjB76BCipJ-bdQKPuiTu6xrqEtgidsgbuW8YC4IVEvgwgvPnDcPmKU3ZYNx0M5ASjVRtjcLPUVAiZmBtg0DAxtcgfM63teH10nD8U3f8jtvFDYtYte8JI_U0xPuZN8pWmBeJtmEH2PeXRABbz6S7pfWsvIjazM7bze0R-MEuUBxmI2OusVKYjZ1ynIUK-sarV73cetZTrsXItTAKLq_ORvUpJ1w4JvH_RKEm4TivQqdWUha2I3kFywwTssZGEFEcE12s-t9OvOxWyrogd03a2lUX9ZDaM1m2PURKfHhZkh8HC1IrlXFpW4-7NZfBOYNDrNVjauRE2jRX8HF3qBcSDnyYUyoIelBu5EyVhbJZmcXoLK2lU7Nk3QHb6aOGcfpcysveM2UWjDJzOlqkkr5zZS0LctgeSW-VvHpozHrOkP3geSNBfRr0HBIi9tehDKb_uaOescvw3d10sa7NS7BCKMYYYyeaMGsCLU280GxbWAsroyQDaaeCnKIjmtJEoFqeurDXlSFwBqVV5ttVwejxqgyRIaDqo8t1CBlJZfyqJcIsNKMSNoemZ6BGB3VqvHS2w17DgiTx9NKKHDPw_xz0jarHdGZjUtY6zWkVoujLAxdjZE4yDy7-bwclL1TTjXW5al_clVtBFjobLCjG5mlEzVfc70Td5ZVr_mgao4JI04fFG5edJu_GnlY-zAZk8JG8GWjRr1zg9e6teVIbLyII_JDx6L4hH3N4Ls7hTgX_9ls0ENVAe3DYQ&action=click&laxrid=9306d716-898a-4753-a1d2-eaa6e44043db&laxbid=2&eid=4&wpub=chron.com&crtype=su&dealid=MGNI-AP-19723&laxerid=8f9e08d6902d0723a19c53521287e2ab6ad88bc5_15&pid=17598&adfmt=3&wp=83B3D1700E5DDC65&urle=CwEAAAGVyTFOEOBCZk5rYLNAoUzwEkhrsKXTqutcy-rA1S0mTF6k_zHhiDt4e8W7k0w3t1lQyx4v1UgcAZBRqlCbmZBQX7UByqB8JpldonnSFokhqRbVZR2GKnwh4cQivZ2YHLaaEmASDpSm_z_uD2FFvcGm2wsipSMAzOYC2JIuxbpOS-UT-mB8ouIiF1zUXENB8pxvYi5ETWLd3JVDqR_P1fPwFZXiu_Ft4yDOtVtJ8R0PMiyTqFRZ-iTdOtU&urlhash=UP2K&hmns=v2%7EZy1Z2RBeOqxuILucayAjpQRISs6pvqrHFkQ19HwgYcdBSP74iOh6CPhItsKSQwKXMGhj0XFVR6M-dwqML38UjhxMUvRXDXO-DTwzoxs_JqNoSyKock4_uxFFLbMOUkykUX0MlDJqbIg_cR2DJXEC13syTKIdPUGDSgcPx3VrVpvXguIticnsVs-T5GHSkOE0x9mtLpbernzL1fQkydL_I6W6wkL26plN-POZE_-I0wLmr49Y46nbBu3LglLi9tQFkdmtKpTdwC-b06sqz9jzJIPN6Q%7EzUCd3HZu08kWH7G7FxvE2n56sL8XG7G7eWvdzx8T_Np0Ut_Pcnff03RisL8fG7G7eXbFyxYfsbsXG9_UcXewvxcbsbt5bd_fHx_wy2d30912drC_Exuxu3V90N8WH7W7FxvFyHBvsL_LnVSyY2jFwRYfSETo5MPUY2G5qFZ21Ml-eNCUW3TC5FZ11t57fsLPc3Tcsxpsxsw5eNnJeHWf2Hh2xt9vKrC_Fxuxu3540MsWH7G7FxvW13Z9sL8XG7G7ZHjDzBYfEb4XG8LYZXOwv5MYsbtkeNDMFh8Rvhcbwth2c7C_kxixu2R40t8WH6m7FxvC2Gd_sL8PG7G7c2vJyRYfs7sXGw%7EAP89jrEKwjAUAH_lkamFkubFpKk6OanU4lBRtxJLxNDQlCYuiv9uXVwPjrs3sSNZEWSC8pIiF3TJSEaeeoa1f1nndC4pg6TWnR2iD4817IdoHMwAjg1cAVmLslUpbMbRmYu5VTbmBZMUKUpIqt2pPmTgbG9ga7rep3A2U7B-yFFRhEbf9WT_whyP4XekBC8XirNCCkE-X9uElgWoAAAA
https://www.linkedin.com/audience-network/?reporterProfileUrn=urn:li:fs_miniProfile:AFcAAAACQK4B9GBqsdA46nt6MQPeNrrvJaED2-U&entityUrn=urn:li:sponsoredCreative:615012893&contentSource=ADS_LAN
https://rtb-us-west.linkedin.com/lax/clk?trk=CwEAAAGVyTFOPYt3HHFFiJ44bFrjoulXxoYkMJha-qiqFT-AaRg3yRBMr9Ba4KgN_IuHI7VwLPPVJqyIOJjtclIF7quRyPPE2YYusq5mw1uXZaZqJq6KQOuDiuSkxzR_Z7cbHZwpVvO7ukm0l6IpuSzW_7QHl2nX5s3qOAsAyb8Vf0PfSBCKdHpDwyjMK21B6Ot52ftmvrN_Vtzm-3dByeE3tm9j-v1FKqjLqzFd1E1QbWwi-n0ch14wS_TA5GIm99dvS_Ox4mj1lBYsDzRkH_dOplX7-irtcCUcd14K9xsddWezWFG5p33NvvlzSSLnudqsODXCWonbU-vUQt5fFJZS5sAY2ndnrZXUaqROg19K1AjQLxpsy3jqb4xQAxz_54_UT207Yk1-2lilCqlJNtiMPXPz_De-6TDS1Eq_QNRLnO3pcmvxH8Jyd9pvMgiULMthaZF0gNYS_c4b1g_ro07jlplU0WZEw409_jgReljuJW2P6BajDr0MPI0GgYE2JFtmhEHOO5TivcDt1y6bQSaFHfAfYQVmzLFo_9zksXwog0AW_y9RxnsLaVpcvH6_aXsYKnLvzMs1j7XAQ3gLUBaU-atyMv3rc99g4JbDJnYqdKt0BfxscPPz3Fnau9qUgdABPPMhnhtCIhkYidPqRx8Rs7aJ6hYgS6AFlc6rnILAKpozrXIeiKgQx7WEVXwvLHHG3l3DteBETml_9vLWEf0yOQur7kY-bUJMU_UxV_nJzvUWwQP_zJok0Cn1JULLbTmgGjUnlyxFOTUEKZQbLyICtQzsKZT-ee5XV4T-zYoprd9FStuRONSvlRQFmMk-NAMw7Pj2VbWQHUnPsPK-JU_NO-VtoRSpIChYeKsv2cNqGRcAfLBdJSSDudKapZttugiULF6VgpqwYGO0yo9bTUDVFt2h7GTqe9Wh-Ky_3EqNcmjagHiylBD4Tm8EHL-Wz-v4LJaF66U98xS68WaOm3KkkoCYrCvJe5NyNpqoOOp5z2y8ndEee8gQfudvxcBh82W40RzYGEgBWVcv2mImKYlW3E1Rgyhzi4GXHlKCOFH7mWFe7NE0Z6njXQe1ehDGLuMkTUkWukv4LnN03GKLMK-38_btlRjbSoDTwzNexZaqddomsEPus8RRX_9vi482O8OI71cxeiaCRb1YS76rT-pUFuqsKJNoc8n2ZZEzrehD1IaZUJaL4iZK4xZEqyCCahcjURAdjEhDg4mhb_iA3vMgm9ZpQE8_PoZbGVbFIcFLHNJyeFClnYszbSddU6eShXDBYHQddUeUh21_Bq79SDz37QbWPeXA0Aw6JX3GT5vigDj_0686xcaJ6wnosscBoaKJ2UQt5b5MC-3HSZHPOgUCZ5lbEtvkuoOUAdZFmCUem8c8P1n7Hu3ewjuf-rvP0GIRBEcy1s8GEeYp_VXyAWoezemaalv27ecy66Kxo4_N1L18l3ogn-SV2RvVmylwDv_eG7j0lpIROkF1mDRJ2Je3QxJT4Nff7sNDoCFAsJrCehOZBbeBNSkIIBIutBb80yzXG8tUltsmEkecI0SNnAXFsWkBOJw&action=click&laxrid=ba2a114c-ff8e-4c92-b045-6deec17c73ba&laxbid=2&eid=4&wpub=chron.com&crtype=su&dealid=MGNI-AP-19723&laxerid=4eed848310b668956d136c006377e24ab6b6e84f_10&pid=17598&adfmt=3&wp=83B3D1700E5DDC65&urle=CwEAAAGVyTFOQMXCyyPhdyOpk1_lTfpSGWiDwIh4-9HSU1vumaKOcXSwL9mFIWba4MpfWm_97O_zyhu8zPe4KZOWbQoP2JR2-cqR-Qdme1BhGCsU2mCyl7QnVxpKp4vwj7VtgBL0tzXQkcI1oNKWZN-XfzxgevUY-4J1sg4tMOfAg3MEqbz70_sOsimT7jzWsyZr_VW3FCQXQxhBXnbcCpk5xJKtkAiKt5RyHSs6b9bZN6E59aX5AXG2YkogIUM&urlhash=UP2K&hmns=v2%7EZy1Z2RBeOqxuILucayAjpQRISs6pvqrHFkQ19HwgYcdBSP74iOh6CPhItsKSQwKXMGhj0XFVR6M-dwqML38UjhxMUvRXDXO-DTwzoxs_JqNoSyKock4_uxFFLbMOUkykUX0MlDJqbIg_cR2DJXEC13syTKIdPUGDSgcPx3VrVpvXguIticnsVs-T5GHSkOE0x9mtLpbernzL1fQkydL_I6W6wkL26plN-POZE_-I0wLmr49Y46nbBu3LglLi9tQFkdmtKpTdwC-b06sqz9jzJIPN6Q%7ErJwtExeyYwZ3wwF0dsd0FR-mAHB2xwF0GLdtAH7PTBUVjm8AE6tvHBW-AHB-xwF0GKp1BHfDAXR2x28bEKsAcHbHAXQYsW8QfsNABAarYxIXqgBwcscBdBShYBB3wwV0dsd1BxGzAHCqQeR9ArR1DnfD-IuJOHMbAr0JZzeqZAYfpGBbOqhyKzepZhEaonIAEqhsfHuwdgNYpGkGGakvFxmqdhAO9gBwdscBdB-kYAR3wwF0dsdmGBehAHB2xwF0BaRzA3fDoXF2x3IXBK8AcPLEAXQFpGADd8OhcXbHchcXrwBw8sQBdAWkYhB3wxl0dsdyFwajAHBuxwF0Erd5BnfDA3R2xw%7EAP89jkELgjAYQP_Kx04KMvdN57ROnSpMOhjVTZYsGg4nbl2K_nt26frg8d6bmImsCLKc8pIiz2nFSEKeaoGNexlrVSoog6hRvRmD84817MegLSwAji1cAVmHopMxbKbJ6ou-1SakBRMUKQqI6t2pOSRgzaBhq_vBxXDWszduTFFShFbd1Wz-whIP_nckc15mkrNCVBn5fAGDSrPyqAAAAA
http://d.adroll.com/click/?adroll_insertion_id=493845e371de21a3cec2fa588076a4a0&adroll_height=600&adroll_width=300&site_url=http%3A//chron.com&adroll_pixalate_click_url=https%3A//adrta.com/c%3Fclid%3Dar%26paid%3Dar%26avid%3DPKQ7YXJD75BBNGBNXLVMO4%26caid%3DVCIXV2AJ2NBGTMB6VOCND6%26plid%3DEAK6T26ZDNBJ7IPDTJ7ZK4%26siteId%3Dchron.com%26kv1%3D300x600%26publisherId%3D157076%26kv2%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww.chron.com%252fnews%252fhouston-texas%252fhouston%252farticle%252fSeriously-ill-teen-has-one-wish-To-see-her-6642302.php%26kv3%3D4a16d1866d6ceb0f2da11179f418b4ea%26kv4%3D104.28.124.90%26kv7%3DE3MhHQe2pHM%26kv10%3D%5BISP%5D%26kv11%3D8230316009018624495952077227016104462%26kv18%3D%26kv19%3D%5BDevice_ID%5D%26kv24%3DDesktop&adroll_ad_payload=__HIBAYBkwHFA_PIA-8AAY1TS4zbVBSNPUMlKEW0SCPRVURRxWLs2M_Pdlx1VCWZTzP5zGQmM5NEFeHZfo7NxJ_YTjNhgcoGCbUgfpVQEQgQi6oSCyQk9p0HheKXVekKVULqjhWfBSpFwhlE6bJvcfTuZ3HuPefeyZxmyVxtubJTW2_D2upZ0CltFeqLZxubtRkyV1lRlraXypVqfaVcLa0tdpYhkFZmydxSoaI0gdJZrBdX1fL6YnNV7VTgs-Q3O46D6FQuNxqN-MhyfRfxftjLudjVcRjZTpA7M4zdbuQPQwMvrHl4wx7HtntymnSx6QzdhfXmQWQgN0BOz1soGIPNIHS83nIbyCeRacQLvcL0FT3Yae2MtraU4hKAJQ40FG0NSuK403qlu15rvhxy5XYw0mtRTy0bIkSjoNN2lQ46LzXreEcaQ9Vz1M3qBvLiQbfogMqg4rftjY0NLXTXGyW77uy2d4JO3PA7Natpl9otd7zK7W52w_yuZG6398YFFR4nc-uVhtpurS6qcrFYXynWW9Xt2hrMk7ntUrm1DQqroF5cadaKyvZaqb6onJpk2PtfnyZH9T4ydru6v9dN5zOmE944xr51691ffrx4Lfn047evvvbevUtfPlm5fm6SeSJ3e3hlGHEjHMUcMJI3yJHpjg079D3e8N3kCmHXCsmHk97Pl28nn5DH_698lkk-LyTfXwlC3xwaseN7yU3ygg41iBRJkVDesFRFgRYEliwYGjYFU0PAxAiZMrCSH24cmn1nkmkfHyRJyu_PLz66ePfqnQ--ff0_fgklmeTerZkLyV9TuD-Fvy8LvAbylJkhjE6ZY-SIKEAe5HkRQF4TKPMcyeYFrAqypqmiBRGSsSgJWISWbmJV0YFhUuYEyUqmoEJFUTQLIQ0gS8IYK5YuGpYkIxmlTc8_SpNMjkbIHeK-i8PQiWMem0PKaA-tiTJnyIkdrGenNsv-67hstlBqZLlsFQURNtNPWqdMIdUPv0-Zxj5lzpEMZV6aApqCSWbiwKDM7jTwHmXES9cp8ybxH76bB5RyHh5FOdsfRrHvcTHeQw-iHApjx-jj3CYOnTTVH3NOv5_2YI-zUcT5HuZGTmRzTZ-LMOZsHHKpxkASAB_YAWV-J4xJ2Rb99Q_KtslT0SAY9rrn1S6QuwBStrNP2RcPfEpZd8Jm9r-i7GCSefqbu5R9lQg95Lqo67ippQIcprcaBNic5zRe0RQZzgt8XhY0VZvnJB5CqALKXiCHAS_kRZjHnKBQ9juShUhUTDGvKKZiYF2wgIlEUVQ1C4p5HWJE2Zspi8lPmWccTpCgoasasFQgiFgwTTpb3aePXSOHQxyjsIfjVC56yD6Q5h_EDNnGnlnhaojXNHlLnQ&adroll_subnetwork=r&cpm=1pXhZ2k7CgAtOL-c59dL6kQBZCaV35LbxC4_tQ&adroll_network=pubmatic&desturl=https%3A//www.sfmoma.org/membership/%3Futm_source%3DOneRhythm%26utm_medium%3DPT%26utm_campaign%3DAcqSpringFY25%26adct%3DgAAAAABn4ZXWGfY9RioQXj3zZkW5V1js0qDuvOSL4VIw9YhtaMSMHZfmFqgqnAuduxVBODpFqWWqtY3r06--33uZpQJ0yuTvH4W_O8PxKQFMvqhZAwLWmDrkxCl6uXKp8InYemu0MYOD&clickurl=https%3A//clicktrack.pubmatic.com/AdServer/AdDisplayTrackerServlet%3FclickData%3DJnB1YklkPTE1NzA3NiZzaXRlSWQ9MzAwNjI2JmFkSWQ9MTQ3Mjk5MCZrYWRzaXplaWQ9MjYmdGxkSWQ9MCZjYW1wYWlnbklkPTIzNTA0JmNyZWF0aXZlSWQ9MCZ1Y3JpZD0xNTM4Mjc3NDU5MjE1MjE4MDY3MCZhZFNlcnZlcklkPTI0MyZpbXBpZD1GOTQyQTA4Qi1CQzU2LTRFREUtODU2MC04MEJFQUM3NzBBNjEmcGFzc2JhY2s9MA%3D%3D_url%3D


3/24/25, 10:27 AMSeriously ill teen has one wish: To see her parents from Pakistan

Page 12 of 15https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Seriously-ill-teen-has-one-wish-To-see-her-6642302.php

ADVERTISEMENT
Article continues below this ad

___

Seamless journeys, tailored to you
Qatar Airways Learn more

The parents spoke in Urdu but a translation was provided by

Fatima Puri, Chapra's friend and a student at the University

of Texas at Austin.

Dr. Ricardo Mosquera of the University of Texas Health

Science Center, one of her primary physicians for the past

decade, con7rmed last week that Chapra has been a patient

at the hospital most of her life. He said "her lung functions

are working at 20 percent right now and keep going down.

They can't go under 10 (percent) or she will have to

completely rely on the machine to breathe for her."

Chapra's condition prevents her from visiting with most

people not in her hospital's bubble, but in her FaceTime

interview on Nov. 12, she gleamed with hope that people

would come to know and understand her mission.

Visibly frail at less than 5 feet tall, Chapra swung her arms

up and down passionately when addressing her need to see

her parents. Her illness has devastated her body, leaving her

with features that resemble a child's.

ADVERTISEMENT
Article continues below this ad

Seamless journeys, tailored to you
Qatar Airways Learn more

https://rtb-us-west.linkedin.com/lax/clk?trk=CwEAAAGVyTFODykGFwM3LebG3bMvUfDYh1r4ue-z8nrcm39TKnOaJy0pLqahIWL75HVjF4b-SPPkdkKhb9Pi8r0an-odHMlqnAFmeQ0gTf5UV39OGxnN4fxErXqWbrKYQA-FGSNYP4yBqcDoOVAOvbh-fYCDeAa2tstH3ov4nCeGs9GwLTgeSLpTXts2gzZ7yEnnF9NgkNUXXHN_YOHhpxsuKbf6zz4WepZxlo8gm1U39rtcScRai6_T9Ya1eG48U8GaSB6tgehv5YZqvcI8NFO-1UTIu6o2OdZkymBZL-7biJ_RNf99B582_1lnOjxTHuWxiL-8VjqFS_bOAz7sWRivG1P8LYt_azOFHholl9bFe9bjXXgp20epPBBsEkjc1QinD_8h37AYZPRn9ZYJcNLy__lzk-0ocKCOoHRRb7iNO7TjPpmpe0JQ17gThzhHa3g-q7VI5Noq85kBQ3Yny8TlBgwmVVoAxXbIPm9b6hLmRjqkdP_8o1D9X30JM17pZ-apa8-AHDgM978u3oReBO67AvZxPXZA5h-xW14Qo1s8-7Pfs6KIHuxDZx6hAUj0gwq5mtUWtcwPLuGYOxkvge10oaSQkbQXw0PUtnWO1_YursbyAE4MOFVNVcyovCdqGSOgN74M7v_5XQXvu6-4xH_b7wiFwqprO5UpWFHlZiiUvpkLIR5Gt9TB64n7zSEImob3Bv54AcOSTTQOve5UzDBqjaIpre2Zj-Klgn3Kbl4uXcGnWsZrPeuayn6frRspbqapCe_9V6Sv_KuKqnZF28L6LPcdT7sniTFRJxfFItULpGU6XdRsPUx6QSEGgUv1lTR67lAd2Kc-bTDCT8bUMleNecsQDU_G9_Rqojkv7So32irCsF7OD9Onc5opdbX0h6gyVEuSwUO86_wkZmgiz1QaWAyBnECxnulb615tCZn2yp86sAwHUfnf3nzjVQBlZO6dNpCnv0hRgANlP6ft9fbChdt1QcVrCY1qTXL1_Uc0xYeBLnrte2AHrhoVBKmZYni8r9cAgvCis-Bi7mc8V-_3IFSdOG6B8kDYuxHPuaM6uyUXD6eijjRUhiHGVfgL1yhKizgFKFAfa-bnDl_ct1ia4tdbggzmBNtCdRKS4WmA2x0dLmPqevzi6e8xo6X_Ac5VwllA6xRk-ge5rIzH7akCpBFE1LEmJOzjKQlwaK78jvpx9GyI3H55-mlTvgfVYykjiUP4MLh5wlVjc437oY-uTsYse-hLS-un2gMZHTJ_8wzYLfhNJ5a8epycm35JXpsONHe1A3wjp5qNOpp9BvsyiOLmAlt14Y4B1TUPnWgZVkcrzW6UfNTLZrHFqGjreslWpMdT6k_nryhZVFpPXlyJW8RfjtFv0eGp8IKMEktmc19Ya2O0ZmBGN2O_SnV7TJtOLp-1Co9E1_aHGGa9KYrbvjqXFl_1R_UCErpNg2NMqXfhaOai98roc9RZmRkV63GJZGd_bEGS4Xzcxt-KMXiZFThX2bWclvXdVhUKgIHgWVXH9_hX8ov_Z6B1O0qKcBZfrmGfcsOFUSnnF1OaTtFsjPlR5HMSLrKQz8khloH6e7Iqf7nGDGU2g5NsSl7VebHqLSVSd6tLw_tOFW8OVHWe4BhE2Xgrb_uAcTIpN3We3v2L-JU&action=click&laxrid=1d8c155c-6f45-45a3-82cc-8a2b4d2617b0&laxbid=2&eid=4&wpub=chron.com&crtype=su&dealid=MGNI-AP-19723&laxerid=ef86e91b1045d43539a83f784852dfc34d78bef2_15&pid=17598&adfmt=3&wp=EBAD4FED676186F6&urle=CwEAAAGVyTFOEkyRsP4AeG3tfMckfAPDAomBxJCAR5vi2JyRyj8ZA8H7g1ya-BAC7_LMurcGKzQdt2EWJlAlxtIDh7N_wdE6T7rkPhTQ-bsNOBP3FX2NwOyw5ya7FwNqIIinxYVrUTo8icVsRi1P0et3rnKofgJfxfp-SH5r9v7qE7TorhuUjDLMiq1c0Ka16gupFzkrJ0sad1KxtkZUJBwm-gkloeOfH_oMX7tkznKlqvZaRWBqh3ukgHKbaNQ&urlhash=UP2K&hmns=v2%7EZy1Z2RBeOqxuILucayAjpQRISs6pvqrHFkQ19HwgYcdBSP74iOh6CPhItsKSQwKXMGhj0XFVR6M-dwqML38UjhxMUvRXDXO-DTwzoxs_JqNoSyKock4_uxFFLbMOUkykUX0MlDJqbIg_cR2DJXEC13syTKIdPUGDSgcPx3VrVpvXguIticnsVs-T5GHSkOE0x9mtLpbernzL1fQkydL_I6W6wkL26plN-POZE_-I0wLmr49Y46nbBu3LglLi9tQFkdmtKpTdwC-b06sqz9jzJIPN6Q%7ER61WD_yDGBqc8nponfYPCfSXe2yd9npo84YWHJX-Nwn-vxQc-JoUAP6Pe2yV9npo85sOGJzyemid9hQH-5p7bJ32emjzgBQMlfI7GO2aGA78m3tsmfZ6aP-QGwyc8n5onfYOG_qCe2xBcJ9h6YUOEpzyg5diCQgH6Yxye9ybHxr0lRtH0ZkJN9yYHQ3xkwkc-ZkXYJCBDR-zlRIa8phUC_KbDQzlx3tsnfZ6aPSVGxic8nponfYdBPyQe2yd9npo7pUIH5zy2m2d9gkL7557bBn1emjulRsfnPLabZ32CQv8nntsGfV6aO6VGQyc8mJonfYJC-2Se2yF9npo-YYCGpzyeGid9g%7EAP89jrEKwjAUAH_lkamFkubFpKk6OanU4lBRtxJLxNDQlCYuiv9uXVwPjrs3sSNZEWSC8pIiF3TJSEaeeoa1f1nndC4pg6TWnR2iD4817IdoHMwAjg1cAVmLslUpbMbRmYu5VTbmBZMUKUpIqt2pPmTgbG9ga7rep3A2U7B-yFFRhEbf9WT_whyP4XekBC8XirNCioJ8vrVQEgaoAAAA
https://www.linkedin.com/audience-network/?reporterProfileUrn=urn:li:fs_miniProfile:AFcAAAACQK4B9GBqsdA46nt6MQPeNrrvJaED2-U&entityUrn=urn:li:sponsoredCreative:615012893&contentSource=ADS_LAN
http://d.adroll.com/click/?adroll_insertion_id=493845e371de21a3cec2fa588076a4a0&adroll_height=600&adroll_width=300&site_url=http%3A//chron.com&adroll_pixalate_click_url=https%3A//adrta.com/c%3Fclid%3Dar%26paid%3Dar%26avid%3DPKQ7YXJD75BBNGBNXLVMO4%26caid%3DVCIXV2AJ2NBGTMB6VOCND6%26plid%3DEAK6T26ZDNBJ7IPDTJ7ZK4%26siteId%3Dchron.com%26kv1%3D300x600%26publisherId%3D157076%26kv2%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww.chron.com%252fnews%252fhouston-texas%252fhouston%252farticle%252fSeriously-ill-teen-has-one-wish-To-see-her-6642302.php%26kv3%3D4a16d1866d6ceb0f2da11179f418b4ea%26kv4%3D104.28.124.90%26kv7%3DE3MhHQe2pHM%26kv10%3D%5BISP%5D%26kv11%3D8230316009018624495952077227016104462%26kv18%3D%26kv19%3D%5BDevice_ID%5D%26kv24%3DDesktop&adroll_ad_payload=__HIBAYBkwHFA_PIA-8AAY1TS4zbVBSNPUMlKEW0SCPRVURRxWLs2M_Pdlx1VCWZTzP5zGQmM5NEFeHZfo7NxJ_YTjNhgcoGCbUgfpVQEQgQi6oSCyQk9p0HheKXVekKVULqjhWfBSpFwhlE6bJvcfTuZ3HuPefeyZxmyVxtubJTW2_D2upZ0CltFeqLZxubtRkyV1lRlraXypVqfaVcLa0tdpYhkFZmydxSoaI0gdJZrBdX1fL6YnNV7VTgs-Q3O46D6FQuNxqN-MhyfRfxftjLudjVcRjZTpA7M4zdbuQPQwMvrHl4wx7HtntymnSx6QzdhfXmQWQgN0BOz1soGIPNIHS83nIbyCeRacQLvcL0FT3Yae2MtraU4hKAJQ40FG0NSuK403qlu15rvhxy5XYw0mtRTy0bIkSjoNN2lQ46LzXreEcaQ9Vz1M3qBvLiQbfogMqg4rftjY0NLXTXGyW77uy2d4JO3PA7Natpl9otd7zK7W52w_yuZG6398YFFR4nc-uVhtpurS6qcrFYXynWW9Xt2hrMk7ntUrm1DQqroF5cadaKyvZaqb6onJpk2PtfnyZH9T4ydru6v9dN5zOmE944xr51691ffrx4Lfn047evvvbevUtfPlm5fm6SeSJ3e3hlGHEjHMUcMJI3yJHpjg079D3e8N3kCmHXCsmHk97Pl28nn5DH_698lkk-LyTfXwlC3xwaseN7yU3ygg41iBRJkVDesFRFgRYEliwYGjYFU0PAxAiZMrCSH24cmn1nkmkfHyRJyu_PLz66ePfqnQ--ff0_fgklmeTerZkLyV9TuD-Fvy8LvAbylJkhjE6ZY-SIKEAe5HkRQF4TKPMcyeYFrAqypqmiBRGSsSgJWISWbmJV0YFhUuYEyUqmoEJFUTQLIQ0gS8IYK5YuGpYkIxmlTc8_SpNMjkbIHeK-i8PQiWMem0PKaA-tiTJnyIkdrGenNsv-67hstlBqZLlsFQURNtNPWqdMIdUPv0-Zxj5lzpEMZV6aApqCSWbiwKDM7jTwHmXES9cp8ybxH76bB5RyHh5FOdsfRrHvcTHeQw-iHApjx-jj3CYOnTTVH3NOv5_2YI-zUcT5HuZGTmRzTZ-LMOZsHHKpxkASAB_YAWV-J4xJ2Rb99Q_KtslT0SAY9rrn1S6QuwBStrNP2RcPfEpZd8Jm9r-i7GCSefqbu5R9lQg95Lqo67ippQIcprcaBNic5zRe0RQZzgt8XhY0VZvnJB5CqALKXiCHAS_kRZjHnKBQ9juShUhUTDGvKKZiYF2wgIlEUVQ1C4p5HWJE2Zspi8lPmWccTpCgoasasFQgiFgwTTpb3aePXSOHQxyjsIfjVC56yD6Q5h_EDNnGnlnhaojXNHlLnQ&adroll_subnetwork=r&cpm=1pXhZ2k7CgAtOL-c59dL6kQBZCaV35LbxC4_tQ&adroll_network=pubmatic&desturl=https%3A//www.sfmoma.org/membership/%3Futm_source%3DOneRhythm%26utm_medium%3DPT%26utm_campaign%3DAcqSpringFY25%26adct%3DgAAAAABn4ZXWGfY9RioQXj3zZkW5V1js0qDuvOSL4VIw9YhtaMSMHZfmFqgqnAuduxVBODpFqWWqtY3r06--33uZpQJ0yuTvH4W_O8PxKQFMvqhZAwLWmDrkxCl6uXKp8InYemu0MYOD&clickurl=https%3A//clicktrack.pubmatic.com/AdServer/AdDisplayTrackerServlet%3FclickData%3DJnB1YklkPTE1NzA3NiZzaXRlSWQ9MzAwNjI2JmFkSWQ9MTQ3Mjk5MCZrYWRzaXplaWQ9MjYmdGxkSWQ9MCZjYW1wYWlnbklkPTIzNTA0JmNyZWF0aXZlSWQ9MCZ1Y3JpZD0xNTM4Mjc3NDU5MjE1MjE4MDY3MCZhZFNlcnZlcklkPTI0MyZpbXBpZD1GOTQyQTA4Qi1CQzU2LTRFREUtODU2MC04MEJFQUM3NzBBNjEmcGFzc2JhY2s9MA%3D%3D_url%3D
https://rtb-us-west.linkedin.com/lax/clk?trk=CwEAAAGVyTFOBONrWYuQtGcBfftiaY_lfJJJ7JFg6KPhNehZukqAmf7qKnZHCmN12-q2iHwg-wdG91CLh4t37ja0t8rZYr68oH_DltcHlCGgEXWCWVXCZUP7ne2p_h7beD1dXR1dMgnlldqO0bbGi0l-80w5LzwUDmceMjns1gUpwEPaD4AEDVcjgPY2gyEFaH5opXu1VwgaVjmucRIPzqvf2a0zimvyeXTkVu5nQvKWYScmgUfgxKmyI42Z65rlITRsbc7_bUF2ndynC-nJKZFUHGXLbeVCLxbtBcyrQvqcPhb_SGYOaShA0ToBpU4HypSkkcXmiyuZhUSbr-4D5onOSeM1wFRhgHnwtB9UCO3-WP7rXUy51w2dBxrl4_sYQBIh-ua-zHPj11alJxU5GIfQvHplokgQuZ2gDjovbtLORyBkB_FZZarlaQqjpxx3UGdzM5TBcRqWUPkMlu2Wv1Qssf7Qect0UEaEmgdZjCCUOgCgNDn3IoV0EbeSERZ33SmMD38QZCct3jOoWfpu9r0ZKneAPtb0NGYEHo-2KUVKGHcCl8Q8ClglcqDKRRTWRGpTacclRjP-MiTOGNMyzUMQtMnylsAWF604U_srhAEfkFvFtrlG2447aQ_kSR6SN45K_0gFvfpPe4wTPU0HUef_4h4-dLspJ_kiChLtf3uMGL0FaaOEYbh2ssCeiEUJjb8JNYJ4JNz9NaEbkLNVehFELBV9SUEEX0mQxOd9g-z2WA176cfVoOpCGICMZtJ14iWqNVOe42CmLAjn07vlC3Cq8X58hGuEi7feeuYiNexxppkI8KPBCpVVmCWjuFXUz2k0Ao3FU0s8eixn8ExXt8jqpybLlsLKKs_g8oOWAm6hfb15VPYgYV79Nn7g9A_ILerVqeMc9sGSXfIu-3olTqYHP8RTV7sVyHLxvWBtiw4nIwacyj8MtOZdMjVrsw-PuYkXjIcMufwP15xaDSA5rvCCd5KsxMybun1LvnU5x6T-5UzSPpg13_hzvEM54-nCgdFP5KWPhvNr9lA-ljO4wxwx3ZVwMPiehsR7i-tTcygXwpdaL_VSffITtPfsuHk18NA7uPak_bcGRh4xJlusV28cwZfTtr0Z3ZHhVotrcUMirjRrR5o_Am27SRQAUiXPbn0iUydQUbtsg2UBOAvYUkMyJjbnL8pUFY2cHpWnfk1NQtI6QFMBqYUzIv6UkpA5tWmYNqT87yIcRx0OWFfTvchUQBgL60fuwYTcpXKKGd8sEwu3oZ6XIzAp2qM-pjYlQMnLGJ7Ip-kwTy4h6kzEZJtiRC2VRP8R60AbIDetL2njYZzXBm6JP0iDW6x70g31aKzz09uMgmlr5L4FmyBa5Vg5m_4qANAbm-azD2s20NiniwB_AONjaUBCgrvdThmFieiKWsTA_ZnWrxkOwvhxwxb6RWtIh8K-p5YVBdhjPxzbKy29GCZ0AJ33VAH0-kENjiw2MuMrv1sh6JSe32JTNu2cWYZVqtsikfvsnSoxxPmlYjpatHeEX8qcZRWBW4jzdT_b13mSnNO--WoPZtbqd5N_DF1znaeqFUw2HhJgp_KtPtFJ7yuhjLyR3mSkCulIKQmDAW_iRSbfZ84sY1ivjuOD4m0d18CgMFIVWTbOK9U-47-c8w&action=click&laxrid=1ff30d15-ceec-42a3-af4b-03c761e84932&laxbid=2&eid=4&wpub=chron.com&crtype=su&dealid=MGNI-AP-19723&laxerid=7d4be9a41d33146b5e52f79f29de5ee4f113355f_15&pid=17598&adfmt=3&wp=83B3D1700E5DDC65&urle=CwEAAAGVyTFOB7Wn519uiP_VeGrd6GekOD1xtC14jXIIeECvb62mrTjJI9svl2nkd1J7Kdgo1ptdoxqH666EZuYT8DlVmEgMYOQZmW5PS0nbJOdVHhmHx0ZseExhnkR02pnndfytUIuu2vAkrGUlRqUbC-P6SS5YndCKoT9puAJGaAxEgiQrr9_FVFRDuU7AikTs5TKEbt_dx8DIuE0TLNLRSK-FhcsGaJdNQW8OCAX5Ft9qRWqbw1NkwSwkxU0&urlhash=UP2K&hmns=v2%7EZy1Z2RBeOqxuILucayAjpQRISs6pvqrHFkQ19HwgYcdBSP74iOh6CPhItsKSQwKXMGhj0XFVR6M-dwqML38UjhxMUvRXDXO-DTwzoxs_JqNoSyKock4_uxFFLbMOUkykUX0MlDJqbIg_cR2DJXEC13syTKIdPUGDSgcPx3VrVpvXguIticnsVs-T5GHSkOE0x9mtLpbernzL1fQkydL_I6W6wkL26plN-POZE_-I0wLmr49Y46nbBu3LglLi9tQFkdmtKpTdwC-b06sqz9jzJIPN6Q%7ES6qz8_CE_eaQ9Z-UkfHq9fiQnpCR8Z-U_4Hz4Jn50vXyuPHg9J3x_PKInpCZ8Z-U_5zr5JD1n5SR8fH7952ekJHxn5T_h_HwmfXe5OGd_fLwnJ6QlfGflPOX_vCQ9ZuUkfHr5_aFnpBNd3qd5YLr7pD1ZmtuDu375YuXh9Cc-ub4kv673Z7sy9Cf-PH9lOzg9Z7ynJyG6OO_kvfm_p-x9_6c6PDpwJ6QkfGflPiS_uSQ9Z-UkfH4-PCXnpCR8Z-U4pLt45D1P5GR8ez345mekBXyn5Tikv7jkPU_kZHx7PfwmZ6QFfKflOKS_PCQ9YeUkfHs9-GVnpCJ8Z-U9YHn5pD1nZSR8Q%7EAP89jrEOgjAUAH_lpZMk5NFXKEWdnNQgccCoG6mkxoaGEqiLxn8XF9dLLndvZge2YsQzFAWSyHDJWcyeeoaVf1nndCKRw6LSre2Dnx5r2PfBOJgBHGu4AvGGZKMi2AyDMxdzK21Ici6RkCQsyt2pOsTgbGdga9rOR3A242R9n5BCglrf9Wj_whwP0-9IZaJIleC5TCX7fAFV1oOZqAAAAA
https://www.linkedin.com/audience-network/?reporterProfileUrn=urn:li:fs_miniProfile:AFcAAAACQK4B9GBqsdA46nt6MQPeNrrvJaED2-U&entityUrn=urn:li:sponsoredCreative:615012893&contentSource=ADS_LAN


3/24/25, 10:27 AMSeriously ill teen has one wish: To see her parents from Pakistan

Page 13 of 15https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Seriously-ill-teen-has-one-wish-To-see-her-6642302.php

Nov 18, 2015 | Updated Jan 9, 2017 12:12 p.m.

Sebastian Herrera
REPORTER, HOUSTON CHRONICLE

Sebastian Herrera mostly covers west Houston and Katy
suburban news for the Houston Chronicle. He is a journalism
graduate from the University of Texas at Austin, and his
previous work includes the Austin American-Statesman,
NPR’s Austin aVliate KUT Public Media and ESPN The
Magazine.

She said that when she goes to sleep each night, she listens

to the soft clatter of the machines around her that keep her

alive - and wishes. She can feel herself weakening each day,

and though she assures a reporter that she's no longer

frightened of death, she can't imagine it coming without

seeing her mother and father again.

"I'm not the type of teenager to ever want to be away from

my parents," Chapra said. "I've been able to survive without

them, but I feel like I need my parents more than ever now."
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